With reference to my remarks on Tuesday about the intricacy, looking for the significance, in art, especially perhaps in modernist/avant-garde art, you might want to try a few exercises. 

Look at a Magritte, or a Dali, or (best of all) a De Chirico. Is a search for significance HOW one looks at the art? Or what one sees there? [Or both?]

Read Kafka. Is it the same there? What are Kafka’s characters doing? (e.g. in ‘The Castle’, or ‘The trial’? In “the description of a struggle”? and so on)

 The stimmung, and the praecox feeling (as described by Sass – see the early chapters in your Reader, and also Chapter 2 of M&M) – do you get some of these, from these works? 

As you do at moments in Donnie Darko – and throughout Last Year in Marienbad?

Is the schizoid sensibility uniquely suited to looking at modern art? Is it also somehow depicted in the same?

The REQUIRED reading for next week is the Wittgenstein excerpts in your Reader. Here are some questions to reflect on during and after your reading: Does Wittgenstein help you understand ‘mental ill-health’? If so, how? Does his writing exemplify some of its features? Or does he rather DIAGNOSE it? Wittgenstein argues against the very idea of a private language. What then should we say of someone who takes themselves to have a private language, or a private world? 

What can Wittgenstein offer the reader of Schreber?
