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University of East Anglia

School of Philosophy
Why study English Literature and Philosophy (VQ53)?

According to Socrates the most serious question for humanity is:  How are we to live?

This question, amongst others, is one that philosophy tries to answer.  It makes the enquiry:  What is justice?  How can our minds know the world?  What is truth?  Can we prove anything about God?  How do we tell good reasoning from bad?  Philosophy considers these questions in a systematic attempt to make sense of human life and the world in which it is lived.

Philosophy is not the exclusive method of discussing Socrates’ question.  There are other ways of trying to make sense of human life and the questions it raises.  One of the most important of these is to be found in Literature.  Jane Austen’s novel Pride and Prejudice can be interpreted as a reflection on Socrates’ question; Shakespeare’s play The Tempest raises questions about the gap between the mind and the world, and whether there is such a thing as natural justice; and Eliot’s poem Four Quartets is a meditation on the concealed nature of God.  Again and again, artists and philosophers consider the same questions in different ways.  This is what makes the combination of English Literature and Philosophy so fruitful. This is degree study which can transform and enrich the way you see the world.

Degree-level study of Philosophy and English Literature will train you to reason and to argue with clarity and precision.  You learn to develop a critical intelligence and power of expression that will enable you to communicate effectively, whatever you do after your degree.

Why UEA?

UEA offers separate Philosophy and English literature programmes, both of which have an international reputation in their own right.  At the same time UEA is unusually strongly committed to interdisciplinary teaching and research in Philosophy.  This is a feature of the Philosophy and Literature degree programme; and of other combined programmes, such as the Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) degree.  UEA is almost unique among British universities in the interdisciplinary study it offers, and in its readiness to question accepted categories and conventional subject-divisions.  This approach makes the teaching and learning process both vivid and challenging.

Studying Philosophy and English Literature at UEA
All degree programmes at UEA have a modular structure.  The academic year is divided into two semesters, and three course units (modules) are taken each semester.  Course units are taught through a combination of lectures and seminars and are usually assessed by course work and examinations.

In the first year of the course, all Philosophy and English Literature students take three introductory courses in both subjects.  In each subject a contrast is established between a historical and a thematic approach – seeing the place of thinkers and writers within history on the one hand, and tracing particular themes through history on the other.   As presently taught the philosophy programme includes a unit called Classic Readings in Philosophy in the autumn semester, and two units in the spring semester, one historical and one in elementary logic. The English literature programme includes a course on the strategies of the critic, and a two semester course comparing cultural change and historical representation in literature in the 1990s of each century from the 1590s to the 1990s.  A special ‘Philosophical Skills’ unit is also taught.

These are your first year courses.  Thereafter you are able to make your own choice from the separate philosophy and English literature course profiles – within the following limitations.  During your second and third years, you take twelve course units (modules) in total.  Of these, only two modules are compulsory; the modules entitled ‘Philosophy and Criticism’ in Year 2, and the special joint unit, ‘Philosophy and English Literature’, which is taken in the last semester.  Eight of your other course modules must be from either philosophy or English literature.  You choose five modules from each, including at least two English literature modules concentrating on literature before 1830.  This leaves you with two “wild card” modules, which (timetable permitting) you can choose to use as you wish – not just within English or philosophy, but from other disciplines and, with certain limitations, from other Schools of Study, (perhaps in Creative Writing, Film or History).

So, in detail, what courses are actually available in English Literature and Philosophy?  This varies slightly from year to year, but the following lists give the modules available from which your choice can be made.  

In Philosophy, you may choose up to five Philosophy units from the list below.  As with the first-year courses, two broad types of unit are available:  those which focus on particular areas of Philosophy, and those which focus on specific authors, periods or movements.  The courses currently available under these two headings include the following:

Thematic:  Philosophy of Mind, Moral Philosophy, Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Religion, Aesthetics, Practical Ethics, Logic and Language, Mental Health and Philosophy.

Historical:  Reason and Enlightenment, Phenomenology and Existentialism (Sartre and others);  Wittgenstein and 20th Century Philosophy;  Classical Philosophy;  Nietzsche;  Film and Literature as Philosophy.

In English Literature, a similar division between thematic and historical courses also exists.  Courses currently available include:

Historical:  English Renaissance poetry; Word and image in Shakespeare; Jacobean drama; Milton,  Marvell and Donne; Eighteenth or Nineteenth Century novel and society; Victorian poetry;  Contemporary women’s fiction; Joyce and Beckett.

Thematic:  Modernism; Underworld writing; popular literature; Practical criticism and theory; Women’s writing; and many more!

The University and Norwich

UEA is a modern university with around 13,000 students.  It has an attractive campus site in an area of park and woodland in the Yare valley on the western edge of the city of Norwich.  Single first year students are guaranteed rooms in university residences.  There is a frequent bus service to and from Norwich, which is one of the finest historic cities in Britain.  Norwich has lively contemporary culture which is particularly varied in music:  classical, rock, jazz and popular music to suit every taste is performed; high in quality and plentiful in quantity.

Further information

If you would like to know more about studying Philosophy and English Literature at UEA please write to the Course Director, Dr. Rupert Read, School of Philosophy, University of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ, or phone 01603 592063, or email:  r.read@uea.ac.uk
[In compiling this leaflet we have taken care to be as accurate as possible but the information presented is subject to change]
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