Year 2 Witt class: Essay questions
1) “I say “There is a chair”. What if I go up to it, meaning to fetch it, and it suddenly disappears from sight?---- “So it wasn’t a chair, but some kind of illusion”.---- But in a few moments we see it again and are able to touch it and so on.---- “So the chair was there after all and its disappearance was some kind of illusion”.---- But suppose that after a time it disappears again--or seems to disappear. What are we to say now? Have you rules ready for such cases--rules saying whether one may use the word “chair” to include this kind of thing? But do we miss them when we use the word “chair”; and are we to say that we do not really attach any meaning to this word, because we are not equipped with rules for every possible application of it?”  [PI, para.80]


Discuss (Refer at least briefly, in your essay, to the work of Kripke or Derrida).
2) “I cannot seriously suppose that I am at this moment dreaming. Someone who, dreaming, says “I am dreaming”, even if he speaks audibly in doing so, is no more right than if he said in his dream “it is raining”, while it was in fact raining. Even if his dream were actually connected with the noise of the rain.”


Discuss this excerpt from On Certainty, para. 676, making some reference in your essay to PI 320-5.

3) “It’s probably about 5pm on the Sun, right now.” Is anything wrong with this sentence? (Include some reference to PI 350-1 in your discussion).

4) “The squirrel does not infer by induction that it is going to need stores next winter as well. And no more do we need a law of induction to justify our actions or our predictions.” [On Certainty para.287]. Discuss, making some reference in your discussion to either PI 324-6 or the work of Karl Popper (or both).

6) “DIFFICULTY OF PHILOSOPHY NOT THE INTELLECTUAL DIFFICULTY OF THE SCIENCES, BUT THE DIFFICULTY OF A CHANGE OF ATTITUDE. RESISTANCES OF THE WILL MUST BE OVERCOME.”  [These are the opening words of “Philosophy”, from The Big Typescript]


Discuss, giving some examples (At least one of your examples should be drawn from somewhere in PI after section 243).
7) Make the best case you can for the claim that Wittgenstein’s philosophy is inferior in at least one crucial respect to that of some other ‘Analytic’ philosopher.

8) Is anything of philosophical consequence lost if we transcribe Wittgenstein’s words into less stylistically-convoluted Anglo-American philosophical prose? Give examples  (At least one of your examples should be drawn from somewhere in PI after section 240).

9) Is pain private?

