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" Norwich approves plan for 20mph
limits across residential streets

20mph speed limits could be
introduced across residential
streets in Norwich after council-
lors endorsed the idea last week.

The Norwich highways agency
joint committee agreed in princi-
ple a proposal that a blanket
20mph, based primarily on
signage, should be introduced
across all unclassified residential
roads in the city. The cost of the
initiative is estimated at £300,000.

The proposal was put forward
to the committee by Green party
city councillor Rupert Read. The
committee only has four voting
members, two Conservative coun-
cillors from the county council
and Green and Labour represen-
tatives from the city council. The
Conservatives abstained on the
vote, allowing the proposal to
proceed.

Officers had actually recom-
mended that the planbe rejected.
Norwich’s head of transportation
and landscape Andy Watt said a
city-wide ‘signed only’ 20mph
speed “would not be feasible”.

20mph: doubts about whether
signs will be enoygh

Speed limits alone were unlikely

to reduce speeds to 20mph and he

predicted that widespread traffic
calming would ‘therefore be
needed, which could take many
years to introduce. Other initia-
tives could offer greater value for
money, he said.

Watt added that pilots of
signed-only 20mph speed limits-
in Norfolk had shown that com-
pliance was poor and that there
were subsequently significant
demands for enforcement and

engineered traffic calming tobe b

implemented. Norfolk Constabu-
lory would have “major concerns
if asked to enforce 20mph speed
limits where steps had not been
taken to make them self-enforc-
ing”.

. Read disputed many of these
arguments and said officers had
failed to present a cost-benefit
analysis of a 20mph signed-only
strategy. Even a small reduction
in speed could bring down casu-

alties and encourage more
walking and cycling, he said. He
added that the signed limits could
be complemented by other meas-
ures such as flashing signs, traffic
calming and police enforcement
in particular problem areas.
Read told LTT that he wanted
the council to follow in the foot-
steps of Portsmouth, which is
already implementing its 2Qmph
‘signed only’ limits (L7722 Feb).

Lorries to get access to bus lanes
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