WHY SOCIALISTS MUST BE GREEN: a REPLY to Nunns and Marqusee
Two major articles in the April issue of RP deliberately gave the distinct -
 and very misleading - impression that the Green Party does not flourish
 in working-class areas.
Alex Nunns, "Signposting new electoral paths",
 speaks of Green voters as predominantly "well-educated homeowners and
 students". This would come as some surprise to the deprived Council
 estates that make up the majority of my ward (Wensum ward, in Norwich) - where all four of the Councillors are Greens, and we now get about double the vote that
 Labour gets. . . My ward is one of many living examples of how the Green Party has already broken out of the middle-class ghetto that Nunns describes. Our experience in Norwich is that, where the Greens campaign, it is easy for us to make progress with all sectors of the electorate (and the hardest for us to ‘convert’ are in general rich Tories, not working-class Labour voters).
Meanwhile, Mike Marqusee, "The left lacuna", claims,
 bizarrely, that "Many Green cadres are hostile to the left and the
 unions." Maybe Mike should try coming along to Green Party Conference,
 and actually meet some of these 'cadres' in the flesh. He would find
 the truth to be the opposite of what he claims; in fact, many Greens,
 myself included, ARE both Leftists and active trades unionists. (For more of this line of response to Marqusee, see the interview with Matt Sellwood, here LINK).
Marqusee’s unpleasant attack on the Green Party doesn’t stop there. He claims, falsely, that “The party failed to take a leading role in the anti-war movement”. We were represented on the Steering Committee of Stop the War, we were massively represented on the main marches and direct actions (e.g. I was with Caroline Lucas and Mark Thomas doing sit-down protests in the road in Whitehall against the build-up for the Iraq attack already back in autumn 2002) – and the only reason that we weren’t even more strongly involved in ‘Stop the War’ is of course that in much of the country, and nationally, we were deliberately sidelined by those who saw Stop the War as merely a stepping stone on the way to what eventually became ‘Respect’. In other words: Left-sectarianism, of the worst kind, from the Socialist Workers Party, kept Greens out of certain leadership positions in Stop the War.

When she was on 'Questiontime' last month, our Party Leader Caroline Lucas spoke with pride of our Party's "socialist" policies, in the face of hostile
 question by the unpleasantly right-wing David Starkey. The most recent Party Conference put in place as Party policy radical new socialist policies such as the maximum wage. The launch of the Green Party manifesto last week has been widely acknowledged to make manifest the Party’s leftwing credentials: See http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/apr/18/general-election-2010-green-party & http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/green-manifesto-shifts-lucas-to-left-1946383.html . The Green Party is an evolving organisation. Isn't it time
 that those on the Left - including RED PEPPER's featured writers - acknowledged
 that the Green Party is for many socialists now the most natural home
 there is, and certainly the one with the best electoral prospects, this
 May?

Finally: In recent years, I have taken part in many debates with self-styled socialists inside and outside the Labour Party. Many of these ‘socialists’ too seem markedly more interested in the working class (and in enriching them materially) than in future people (see http://www.opendemocracy.net/rupert-read/last-refuge-of-prejudice ), our descendants. But if equality – the central value of socialism – is to mean anything at all, then it must apply to future people too. Industrial-growthism is no good, if it means by implication that we fail to take the rights and needs of future people seriously. We should treat them as our equals. So it is now clear: any real socialism must be an eco-socialism.
That is the ultimate reason why all readers of RED PEPPER should take the Green Party very seriously, these days. You cannot really be a socialist at all, unless you are a g/Green. 
