What would London look like if it were in Gaza's current situation? Well, the population of London is about six times that of Gaza. The Israeli ‘collective-punishment’ attack upon Gaza, called a “war crime” by Amnesty International, has so far killed about 25 Gazans, the equivalent of 150 Londoners. What if 150 Londoners had died in aerial bombardments, machine-gun spray, and rocket attacks, over the last week? 

What if, during the past week, the Prime Minister and much of his Cabinet, not to mention several hundred of his supporters, had been arrested and/or kidnapped by the army that was attacking London? 

What if a foreign Air Force routinely and continually (I mean several times daily) bombed Ministries, and residential areas, purporting to target 'safe houses' of 'militant gangs', but inevitably injuring, sometimes killing, and very frequently rendering homeless a lot of children and little old ladies? 

What if the borders of London were completely sealed, and people were desperately trying to get out, tearing down border fences, but being repelled by armed guards in the Home Counties? What if the main electricity plant supplying London with power – in the middle of a heatwave – had been deliberately bombed, destroyed? What if huge amounts of sewage was now coming up in the streets all over the South Bank and the western suburbs and even Notting Hill?

In such circumstances, could you feel anything other than complete horror and outrage? Could you do anything other than call upon the occupying power to withdraw immediately, to fully recompense all damage done? Could you accept anything less than an unconditional apology from that power? If such was not forthcoming, how could you avoid committing your country to the strongest possible diplomatic and trade sanctions against the invading power? 

And wouldn’t any pretence that that power was a civilised nation be destroyed? And wouldn’t you have to work fantastically hard not to see young Londoners turn in their rage and despair to methods such as killing themselves in circumstances such as to at least inflict a wound upon the occupiers?

And finally: Why is it that we are tolerating in Gaza what we would not for one microsecond even contemplate, in London?

